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When we started Selfless Love Foundation (SLF), we dared to dream about
what we wanted to achieve, and we refused to set limits. Thanks to our
generous supporters and the dedication of our tireless team, we continue to
be amazed. In the last year, we reached higher and embodied a new level of
innovation, creativity, and determination. 

Your support helped Selfless Love Foundation raise a record amount at our
annual gala, push our cumulative adoptions above 375, lead a national
campaign involving 35 states to elevate youth voice, launch an app to keep
youth plugged into resources and opportunities, and change policy at the
state level. 

We are transforming the foster care system in Florida and impacting the lives
of children currently in care, and youth who are aging out of the system. The
effects of your generosity will be felt for generations to come!

Thank you for helping us to foster dreams for foster children.

Ashley Brown                             Dr. Elizabeth Wynter
Founder & CEO                          Executive Director

Our MESSAGE

Dare to dream big dreams, for those are the dreams that have the power to push 
your whole world forward.  – Ralph Marston
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Fostering DREAMS

Selfless Love Foundation was started in 2015 by Ashley and
Ed Brown to make the world a better place for children in
foster care. Since then, we have made incredible strides in
the areas of adoption, independent living, and advocacy. We
believe it is vital to continue to raise awareness about the
need for adoptive families and the benefits of adoption, to
listen to the children and youth in care, and to advocate for
changes to the system.

Selfless Love Foundation is dedicated to building this legacy
with the help of our extraordinary community partners and
supporters.

Our Why
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Our Mission
Selfless Love Foundation leverages resources, expertise,
and proven solutions to improve the child welfare system,
creating opportunities for more foster youth to find their
forever families and thrive in adulthood.



 at a Glance

Selfless Love Foundation works with child welfare professionals,
lawmakers, and youth leaders to create systems-level changes.
We give youth the tools to advocate for themselves and to use
their voices in decisions that impact their lives. Together, we are
transforming policy and practice for generations to come.

IMPACT

Selfless Love Foundation creates opportunities for children in
foster care to find their forever families. We are committed to
helping families begin their adoption journey, providing them
with a road map to navigate the process, and supporting them
along the way. 

Adoptions

Selfless Love Foundation provides supportive housing for 18- to
23-year-olds who have aged out of foster care. We offer seminars
and programs for youth across Florida to help them become self-
sufficient adults. Our annual, statewide Dream Tank competition
highlights their achievements. 

Independent Living

Advocacy

375+
Adoptions

5,800+
Hours of Life 
Skills Training

76%
Expansion of 

Youth Network
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Selfless Love Foundation is 
the definition of selfless! This 
organization is and has been 
doing amazing things for the 
youth in foster care. I work in 
our adoption department and 
truly can't thank you enough 
for the support you all have 
shown through the years. You
don't know the impact you are 
having on everyone you touch. 
  

Melissa Swim 
Family Support Services   
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Adoptions

Selfless Love Foundation focuses on improving foster care adoption in
these three key areas:

Engaging Families: We welcome families who are beginning their
adoption journey and provide information about the necessary steps. 

Connection: We are the bridge between expectant families and
waiting children. Through relationships with child welfare agencies, we
can strategically support adoption efforts in Florida. 

Adoption Advocacy: We work with state leaders to improve the
foster care adoption process and drive policy change.

Selfless Love Foundation believes there are no unwanted children, just unfound families.

Our Impact

Our Focus

Adoptions
375+

Children
Connected

850+

Selfless Love Foundation’s adoption approach is a hybrid of technology
and personal connection. Through awareness campaigns, relationships
with child welfare agencies across  Florida, and family outreach, we have
helped to connect more than 850 children with interested families,
which has led to more than 375 adoptions. 

Page 5 



We became an official family 
in August. The day was full of 
love, relief, thankfulness for 
his birth mother, and hope 
for the future. It has always 
felt as if all three of us were 
exactly where we were meant
to be. 

Kelli Rank
New Mom 
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19836
Former Foster Youth 

Housed at Brown's Harbor

Selfless Love Foundation partners with Children’s Harbor to provide supportive housing at Brown's Harbor for
youth who have aged out of foster care. We build and maintain relationships of support with the youth in
residence at Brown's Harbor, along with youth across the state, as they grow and develop life skills and gain
self-sufficiency.  

 

Dale Carnegie Leadership Training

Dream Tank

 

Our Impact

Our Focus

Youth Participated 
in Life Skills Reimagined  

Rally In Tally 

Life Skills Reimagined 

Our seminars promoting life and leadership skills are helping youth in Florida successfully transition from
foster care to adulthood. Selfless Love Foundation introduced Life Skills Reimagined to agencies across the
state. The innovative, online learning platform helps put youth on a path of personal growth and
independence. Since initiating this pilot program, nearly 200 youth have completed the courses on resiliency,
getting and keeping a job, personal finance, independent living, and communication skills.  

 Self-Advocacy 

Strategic Sharing

Independent LIVING
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The Selfless Love team was full of gratitude and joy as we celebrated the holidays
with youth at Brown's Harbor. After aging out of care, many of the residents have
no family to share their holidays. Our goal is to make the holidays special by
enjoying meals together,  spending time together, and creating lasting memories.  
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Friendsgiving at BROWN'S HARBOR



Dream TANK 

Selfless Love Foundation’s Dream Tank competition is
the capstone of our independent living initiative. Each
year, youth with lived experience from across the state
apply for a once-in-a-lifetime chance to present their
dreams in front of a panel of judges. 

Five finalists are selected to begin a nine monthslong
journey that includes professional speaking classes,
working with professionals in their field of interest,
business etiquette and development classes, and
speaking in front of legislators at the Florida State
Capitol at the Rally In Tally.  

Kaitlynn Hanson won the 2022 competition, receiving
a check for $5,000 to further her dream to open a
coffee shop that employs people from under-
represented groups, giving them a place to earn, learn,
and have a sense of community. 

Special thanks to our judges, John Paul Jones DeJoria,
Marie Unanue, and Ed Brown, for their time and
expertise.
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Dream Tank brings you into 
a family, and you will have 
that family forever. You’ll 
learn and grow with them, 
and in turn, you will learn so
much about yourself. It will 
make you a better person.

Kaitlynn Hanson
2022 Dream Tank Winner
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Advocacy

Youth & Family Engagement 
Executive Director Dr. Elizabeth Wynter mediated a discussion
among youth, system professionals, and partners on effective
child welfare policies. 

Youth Advocates Unlock $10 Million in Federal Funding 
Our youth advocates sent a letter to the Florida Department of
Children and Families voicing their concerns that $10 million in
federal funding was not being distributed to Florida youth.
Their efforts helped get the funds into the hands of youth
across Florida. 

National Foster Youth Voice Campaign 
Selfless Love Foundation launched the first National Foster
Youth Voice Month campaign in October, elevating youth
voices from coast to coast. National leaders, agencies, and
youth in 35 states joined our efforts to empower youth and
highlight the importance of listening to their voices.  

Our Impact
Independent Living Study  
Selfless Love Foundation's advocacy team and youth
leaders advocated for Florida legislators to complete a
study on Independent Living services for foster youth. The
findings will be used to improve policies and practices,
giving youth the support needed to transition to adulthood.

Florida Institute for Child Welfare Study
Our advocacy efforts inspired the first-ever longitudinal
study on youth who have aged out of foster care. The
Florida Institute on Child Welfare at Florida State
University's College of Social Work has initiated the study
that will follow the progress of 16- and 17-year-olds as they
transition to adulthood. The research will highlight needed
improvements and issues that impede youth from
achieving self-sufficiency. SLF will support this research by
helping to maintain youth engagement over the course of
the study. 

Our Focus
Selfless Love Foundation's advocacy efforts impact more than 7,000 current and former foster youth in Florida. Through our
network of youth advocates and relationships with child welfare professionals and policymakers, we are impacting the future. 

Page 11 



My voice is the only tool in 
my toolbox to build the life
I deserve.

LaShell Gardner-Vaughan
Youth Advocate 
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Impact
Selfless Love Foundation believes that voices of experience are vital to creating change. Our youth-
engagement initiative, One Voice Impact (OVI), provides opportunities for current and former foster youth to
develop skills for leadership and life, advocate for changes to policy, and join a network of youth leaders
across the state of Florida to improve the system of care. This statewide network of Youth Councils provides a
sense of belonging for the youth and elevates their collective voices. 

500+ 
Youth Engaged Statewide

17
Youth Councils Supported in Florida 

100+ 
Attend SLF Town Hall Meetings 

Youth App Launched  
Giving youth mobile access to resources
and training, and measuring program
effectiveness 

Selfless Love Foundation's 
OVI Network of Youth Councils

Highlights

ONE VOICE
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With support like SLF, youth 
voice changes from a whisper
to a sound! Knowing that SLF 
has our backs and stands 
behind us through thick and 
thin, motivates us to reach 
the maximum!

Lucan Phillips, 
One Voice Impact Member 
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The GALA
Our Fifth Annual Gala was held at The Breakers Palm Beach on May 14, 2022. Thanks to
your generosity, our signature event surpassed our wildest dreams, allowing us to impact
more children, families, and youth. Guests were moved to tears as families brought
together through adoption took the stage, and the 2022 Dream Tank winner was
announced.
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REPORTFinancial

PROGRAM
EXPENSES

GENERAL
EXPENSES

FUNDRAISING
EXPENSES

In 2021, Selfless Love Foundation's founders, Ashley and Ed Brown, donated a generous
portion of staff salaries to ensure every dollar raised went directly to improving the lives
of foster children.

$1,201,128

2021 TOTAL OPERATING BUDGET: $1,800,558

$157,967 $441,463

Best practices for nonprofits include spending less than 35% of their funding on
overhead expenses and 65% or more on programs.
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Ed Brown – Board Chair

Lee Applbaum – CMO at Wheels Up

Hatem Dhiab – Investment Advisor Principal at Gerber Kawasaki, Wealth & Investment Management

Shannon McCoy – Yacht Sales and Charter Broker

Chad Poppell – Managing Director of Health and Government Solutions at KPMG US  

Garry Singer – CEO of Clear Sports

Mark Tremblay – President of Marc-Michaels Interior Design 

Our BOARD

Selfless Love Foundation welcomes Mark Tremblay
to our board.

Mark Tremblay brings more than 25 years of experience in
interior design, construction management, and marketing to the
Board of Selfless Love Foundation. As the president of Marc-
Michaels Interior Design, Tremblay is an expert at relationship
building, aligning each client’s needs with the designer’s style to
create a stunning final product. Tremblay has been recognized in
national magazines, including Architectural Digest. 
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Our TEAM

Selfless Love Foundation values people and believes that lived experiences are vital to advancing effective policies
and programs to benefit children and youth currently in care and for generations to come.

Along with their professional expertise, our team connects personally with our mission – from being adopted or
adopting a child, to serving as a foster parent or being in foster care. Thanks to your support, in 2022, we were able
to expand our team to include three people with lived experience in the foster care system. 

Hunter Lyons
Event Coordinator

Shatavia Bowman
Training Coordinator

Bailey Johnson
Youth Specialist

"Who better to
help foster youth
than their peers?
Working for
Selfless Love allows
me to be part of
changing the
system for the
better." 

"Having a
common life
experience with
the people you
serve is a huge
advantage to
making
connections and
creating change."
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"I am able to not only 
teach the youth we
work with, but also 
relate to, and 
understand them. 
Growing up, I thought,   
'I understand where 
you are coming from,' 
was just a phrase. For 
me, it's a reality due to
my lived experience." 

Empowering & Employing People With Lived Experience



Our AWARDS

Our Executive Director, Dr. Elizabeth Wynter, received the
Champion for Children award from the Florida Coalition for
Children. Dr. Wynter was honored for her relentless quest to
move mountains as an advocate for children.

Our One Voice Impact Advocacy Director, James Minter, will
co-chair the Independent Living Subcommittee for Florida
Coalition for Children.

Dr. Elizabeth Wynter

Diamond Whitley

James “JR” Minter

Our former Youth Engagement Specialist, Diamond Whitley,
was presented with the Youth Champion award from the
Florida Coalition for Children. 
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Our Values
People
We are people first, and we want everyone inside and
outside our organization to feel like they are part of the
Selfless Love family.

Integrity
We are honest, open, ethical, and fair. People trust us to
adhere to our word and be good stewards of donor
contributions. We work hard to earn and maintain that
trust.

Transformation
We are continuously moving forward, innovating, and
improving. We act with courage, challenge the status quo,
and find new paths to transform the foster care system
from the inside out. 

Collaboration
We are intentional about building partnerships with
people, corporations, and agencies who share our vision.
We believe that by working together toward a common
goal, we can change the world for children in foster care.

Selfless Love Foundation has proven transparency and program
success, receiving top ratings from Candid, GreatNonprofits, and
scoring a 100, 4 out of 4-star rating from Charity Navigator for
Accountability & Finance, and Leadership & Adaptability. 

SELFLESSLOVEFOUNDATION.ORG


